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With a grumbling baritone voice
hinting at Tom Waits or Leon Red-
bone, Greg Brown sings of regret, love,
hope or simple down-home themes of can-
ning fruit, fishing or playing with his chil-
dren. By their honest nature, you might think
they were autobiographical songs.

“Fooled ya!” joked Brown, contacted by phone
at his home in the Hacklebarney section of south-
eastern lowa. The S54-year-old guitarist and
singer-songwriter admits that elements of his life
do creep into his music, a blend of folk, blues
and rockabilly, but many times, he’s just singing
a song with its own story.

“I like what Tom Waits said about this stuff,”
he said. “ ‘Just because something’s true

doesn’t mean it’s interesting.” ”’
Brown will join dozens of other mus-

icians at the 6th annual Boston Folk

Festival at the University of Mass-

achusetts in Boston on Sept. 19-
21.

In the lineup this year are other
well-known folk and country
acts, from 11-time Grammy win-

ner Emmylou Harris to folk icon
Tom Rush, blues greats Koko Tay-
lor, Luther “Guitar Jr.”” Johnson, T.J.
Wheeler and Paul Brady, along with ban-
jo great Tony Trischka and singer-song-

writers Richard Shindell, Norwell native Les
Sampou, Kate Campbell, Catie Curtis, Anni
Clark and more.
For Brown, Boston is like an old friend. In the ear-
ly ’80s, the budding musician carried his record to
WGBH in Boston, where Dick Pleasants was hosting
his folk show.

“The next thing [ knew, [ was on the air,” Brown said. “I
always appreciated that.”

Brown’s popularity grew and he developed a reputation
as a songwriter whose music was steeped in rural Ameri-
cana. His career got a huge boost when he began performing

on Garrison Keillor’s popular radio program “A Prairie
Home Companion” around 1981. As a musician, it was his
first big break.
“I was kind of stumbling along,” Brown said of his early
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Next weekend will be packed with folk music favorites
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